
 

Exploring Common Blackjack 
Variants and How They Differ 
Blackjack is one of the most popular and widely played card games in 
casinos worldwide. Its simple rules combined with strategic depth 
make it a favorite among casual players and seasoned gamblers alike. 
While the core mechanics of blackjack remain consistent—players 
strive to beat the dealer by getting a hand total as close to 21 as 
possible without exceeding it—there are numerous variants that 
introduce subtle rule changes, additional side bets, and unique 
features. Understanding these variants can greatly enhance a player’s 
experience and strategic approach. 

Hi88, a reputable bookmaker licensed by the Isle of Man and the 
Cagayan Economic Zone and Freeport, stands as a leader in 
providing online betting platforms. As part of the OKVIP alliance and 
headquartered in London, Hi88 boasts a large team of experts who 
develop high-quality products and services tailored to diverse player 
preferences. The variety of blackjack options available on platforms 
like Hi88 illustrates the evolving nature of this classic card game and 
the demand for diverse gameplay experiences. 

This essay explores some of the most common blackjack variants, 
detailing their unique characteristics and how they differ from the 
traditional blackjack format. By the end, readers will gain a clear 
understanding of the different ways blackjack is played around the 
world and the strategic implications of each variant. 



 

 

Classic Blackjack: The Foundation 

Before diving into variants, it’s essential to understand classic 
blackjack. In its traditional form, blackjack uses one or more decks of 
52 cards. Players aim to get a hand total closer to 21 than the dealer 
without exceeding 21, known as busting. Cards 2 through 10 are 
worth their face value, face cards (Jack, Queen, King) are worth 10, 
and the Ace can count as either 1 or 11, depending on what benefits 
the hand. 

The player is initially dealt two cards, and the dealer usually receives 
one card face-up and one face-down (the “hole” card). Players can 
choose to “hit” (take another card), “stand” (keep their current hand), 
“double down” (double the initial bet and take only one more card), or 
“split” (if the initial two cards are the same rank, split them into two 
separate hands). 

Common Blackjack Variants and Their Differences 

1. European Blackjack 



 

Origin and Popularity: European blackjack is widely played in 
European casinos and has distinct rules that affect strategy. 

Key Differences: 

●​ The dealer only receives one card face-up at the start and does 
not get the hole card until the player completes their hand.​
 

●​ Players are not allowed to peek for blackjack if the dealer’s 
face-up card is an Ace or a 10-value card.​
 

●​ Doubling down is generally allowed only on two-card hands 
totaling 9, 10, or 11.​
 

●​ No surrender option is typically available.​
 

Impact on Strategy: Since the dealer cannot check for blackjack 
immediately, players face a higher risk of losing doubled bets if the 
dealer reveals blackjack after the player’s turn. This adds more 
uncertainty and requires more cautious doubling down. 

2. Atlantic City Blackjack 

Origin and Popularity: This variant is popular in casinos located in 
Atlantic City, USA, and features some player-friendly rules. 

Key Differences: 

●​ The dealer peeks for blackjack if the upcard is an Ace or 10.​
 

●​ Players can surrender, giving up half their bet and ending the 
hand immediately.​
 



 

●​ Doubling down is allowed on any two cards and after splitting.​
 

●​ The dealer hits on a soft 17 (a hand totaling 17 including an Ace 
counted as 11).​
 

Impact on Strategy: The surrender option gives players an escape 
route to reduce losses, and the dealer hitting on soft 17 slightly 
increases the house edge. Doubling after split adds strategic flexibility. 

3. Vegas Strip Blackjack 

Origin and Popularity: Named after the famous Las Vegas Strip 
casinos, this variant is common in many US casinos. 

Key Differences: 

●​ Played with four decks.​
 

●​ Dealer peeks for blackjack.​
 

●​ Doubling down allowed on any two cards and after splits.​
 

●​ Dealer stands on soft 17.​
 

●​ Players may surrender.​
 

Impact on Strategy: Four decks increase the complexity of card 
counting and slightly favor the house. Dealer standing on soft 17 is 
advantageous for players. Surrender and doubling after splits make 
this variant quite balanced. 

4. Spanish 21 



 

Origin and Popularity: Spanish 21 is a unique variant popular in both 
land-based and online casinos, especially at Hi88.tours where diverse 
blackjack games are offered. 

Key Differences: 

●​ Uses a Spanish deck, which is a standard 52-card deck with all 
the tens removed (48 cards total).​
 

●​ Players have many bonus payouts for hands like 21 with five or 
more cards, 6-7-8 or 7-7-7, and others.​
 

●​ Player-friendly rules such as late surrender, doubling after 
splitting, and the ability to double down at any time.​
 

●​ Dealer hits on soft 17.​
 

Impact on Strategy: Despite the removal of tens (which generally 
favors the house), the numerous player bonuses and flexible rules 
give Spanish 21 a lower house edge compared to traditional blackjack 
variants. Players can take advantage of these rules for higher payouts 
and enhanced strategic play. 

5. Double Exposure Blackjack 

Origin and Popularity: Double exposure blackjack is often found in 
both physical and online casinos, favored by players who enjoy seeing 
the dealer’s cards. 

Key Differences: 

●​ Both dealer cards are dealt face-up, giving players complete 
information.​
 

https://hi88.tours/


 

●​ A natural blackjack pays even money, not 3:2.​
 

●​ Dealer wins all ties except for a blackjack.​
 

●​ Doubling down and splitting rules may be restricted.​
 

Impact on Strategy: While seeing the dealer’s cards is a significant 
advantage, the even-money payout and dealer winning ties increase 
the house edge. This variant requires careful strategy to mitigate 
these disadvantages. 

6. Progressive Blackjack 

Origin and Popularity: This variant is commonly found in online 
casinos and features a jackpot element. 

Key Differences: 

●​ Standard blackjack rules apply.​
 

●​ Players may make an optional side bet to participate in a 
progressive jackpot.​
 

●​ Jackpot payouts vary based on certain rare hand combinations 
(like four Aces).​
 

Impact on Strategy: The side bet adds excitement and potential big 
wins but increases the overall house edge. Players focusing solely on 
blackjack strategy might avoid the side bet but can enjoy the base 
game. 

7. Blackjack Switch 



 

Origin and Popularity: Created in the UK, blackjack switch is a 
modern variant that offers a unique twist. 

Key Differences: 

●​ Players receive two hands and can switch the top cards between 
them.​
 

●​ Dealer hits on soft 17.​
 

●​ A dealer 22 results in a push against all player hands except 
blackjack.​
 

●​ Doubling and splitting rules vary.​
 

Impact on Strategy: The ability to switch cards allows players to 
improve their chances of winning but is balanced by the dealer’s push 
on 22. This variant encourages more aggressive strategic decisions. 

8. Pontoon 

Origin and Popularity: Pontoon is a British variant similar to 
blackjack but with several differences. 

Key Differences: 

●​ Both dealer cards are face down until the player’s turn ends.​
 

●​ The terms “twist” and “stick” replace “hit” and “stand.”​
 

●​ A “pontoon” is a natural blackjack but pays extra.​
 

●​ Players must have at least 15 points before they can stand.​
 



 

Impact on Strategy: The delayed dealer card reveal and mandatory 
hitting below 15 add suspense and strategic complexity. Players must 
adapt to these rules to maximize their chances. 

Strategic Implications of Blackjack Variants 

Each blackjack variant requires players to adjust their strategy due to 
rule changes affecting probabilities and house edges. For example: 

●​ Doubling and splitting rules: Variants allowing doubling after 
splitting or doubling on any two cards offer more opportunities for 
increasing bets in favorable situations.​
 

●​ Dealer’s actions: Whether the dealer hits or stands on soft 17 
can significantly impact the house edge.​
 

●​ Surrender options: The ability to surrender reduces potential 
losses, benefiting the player.​
 

●​ Payout ratios: Changes in blackjack payout (e.g., 3:2 vs. even 
money) affect expected returns.​
 

●​ Deck composition and number: Variants like Spanish 21 or 
those using multiple decks change the card distribution, 
influencing counting strategies and odds.​
 

Online platforms like Hi88 cater to a wide variety of preferences by 
offering many of these blackjack variants with user-friendly interfaces 
and clear rule explanations, allowing players to choose games that 
match their skill level and style. 

Conclusion 



 

Blackjack’s enduring popularity is due in large part to its many 
engaging variants, each bringing unique twists and strategic 
challenges. Whether it’s the player-friendly surrender option in Atlantic 
City blackjack, the card-switching tactics in Blackjack Switch, or the 
exciting bonus payouts of Spanish 21, these variations keep the game 
fresh and accessible to a broad audience. 

For players looking to explore the rich world of blackjack variants, 
platforms like Hi88 provide a trusted and legally licensed environment 
with expert-designed games to ensure fairness and quality. 
Understanding the nuances of each variant is key to mastering 
blackjack and making the most of every hand dealt. 

 


	Exploring Common Blackjack Variants and How They Differ 
	1. European Blackjack 


